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The Betwa is the most important river in Bundelcimd. It has its source near
Bhopal, and it runs into the Jumna, not far from Humeerpoor, after a course of
360 miles. The inhabitants of Central India look upon it as their sacred stream,
and from Oorcha to llaicia its waters are very pure, and excellent to drink.

On the opposite bank the scenery improved at once, and the soil, irrigated by
the outfall from the Barwa Lake, was richly cultivated, while the villages were
buried in tiie foliage of the mango-trees.

We passed in front of a handsome temple, with a high sculptured tower, the
style of wliifclx is that of the ninth and tenth century. It is very similar to the
temple of Vrij at Chittore; and it is consecrated to the monkey-god, Hunouman,
so far as I could gather from the statue which adorns its front.

Night had set in by the time we reached Barwa, where we were informed
that the usual halting-place of the sahibs was in an ancient castle upon the banks
of the Lake Barwa-S&gur. A native showed us the way there, and, halting at the
entrance, advised us not to go in alone, as the place had the reputation of being
haunted by robbers and beasts of prey. Determining therefore to av/ait the
arrival of our retinue, we went into wfiat was used as a guard-room when the
castle was a fortified place; from which we could only just make out the outlines
of the casltle, from the black mass of which the crenellated towers soared upwards
into the sky. But the hours went by, and there was no sign of our caravan
coming; go, finding our patience exhausted and our appetite unsatisfied, we sent
our sowarfc into the village for some milk and bread. They were absent more
than an h'our, having no doubt provided for themselves, but they brought back
with them some provisions for us. Our escort, having lost its way in the ravines
leading to the Betwa, did not arrive till midnight,

Having lighted torches, we began by visiting the apartments of the castle.
The ground floor consists of large vaulted rooms, the large windows of which look
out upon a deep precipice near the lake; and a winding staircase leads to the
first floor, the rooms of which were tenanted by large bats, which the English call
flying foxes. These hideous animals flew about in all directions when disturbed by
the light of our torches, flapping their great wings in our faces, and making oft'
through the corridors with shrill cries. Upon the second floor we found some
smaller and more comfortable apartments, which, as the tables and chairs attested,
had been used by picnic parties from Jhansi. These rooms at the top of the palace
are partly surrounded by a terrace overlooking the lake; and to our great surprise,
and just as I was about to give orders for our baggage to be brought up, I saw
the whole caravan, horses and camels included, come'out on to the terrace; the
explanation of this startling fact being that there is a wide stone road which,
winding round the rock upon which the castle is built, leads right up to the
second storey* Our camp was soon installed in its aerial abode, and a good dinner
obliterated the recollection of our inconveniences during the day.

Lake Barwa-S&gur is two miles long by one broad; but it is, correctly speaking,
a jheel, or artificial lake formed by damming up a small tributary of the Betwa,
It is situated in, the midst of a plain encircled by a small chain of hills, some of
which have peaks the shape of a pyramid.

The bund, or dam, which keeps its water from flowing away, is half a mile
long; it is about forty feet high, and from thirty to forty feet through. Near the
lake there are a great number oi steps leading to the water; and the terrace is